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MEDIA R E L E A SE

July 8, 1986

UM LAW SCHOOL TO ADDRESS LEGAL DILEMMAS
FACED BY ST A T E 'S FINANCIALLY STRAPPED FARMERS, RANCHERS
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana School of Law has received a
$5,698 grant from the Montana Department of Agriculture to
produce a booklet intended to help financially strapped farmers
and ranchers cope with the legal problems facing them.
"The Law School is eager to assist the state in resolving
its financial problems," said UM Assistant Professor of law Steve
Bahls, who will help prepare the document.
Among the topics the publication will cover are the rights
of farmers and lenders in foreclosure proceedings, the tax
consequences of foreclosure, when it might be appropriate for
farmers and ranchers to declare bankruptcy, and renegotiating a
loan agreement.

Collaborating with Bahls in producing the

booklet will be UM Law School faculty members John McDonald,
adjunct professor, and E. Edwin Eck, associate professor, and UM
law student Tonya Bumbarger.
According to Bahls, the Law School applied for the grant at
the request of the state Agriculture Department.

He said an

agricultural bill passed by the legislature in a special session
in March requires the department to provide legal
more
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information to farmers and ranchers.

The bill specified that the

department should work with several organizations, including the
UM Law School, he said.
Some of the information to be included in the booklet will
be presented by Bahls during a Continuing Legal Education
Seminar sponsored by the Montana State Bar Association.

His

topic at the Sept. 19 event, which will take place in Lewistown,
will be the rights of farmers faced with foreclosure.
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